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paring: tuch Petition, and promotivg the 
su^cn ofits prayer, in ccMjperjitipn with 
tbe general cotamittee of the Catholics of 
Ireland, tbef reqaest the exertions of James 
Reilly and Mark Devlin, of Newry, esqrs. 
Patrick Olfanlon, of Narrow-water, esq, 
Wm. Todd Jones, of Rosstrevor, esq. John 
"White, of JUoughbrickland, esq. Rowland 
SavagfC, of Partan-lutU, esq. Roger Ma. 
gennis, of Ballely, esq, Messrs. Andrew 
Jennings, James Bowden, Arthur Began, 
and John O'Hagan, of Newry. 

AH illustrious in the Empire, for talent 
or for virtue, advocate their Cai»e. — It is 
their boast to rank iBnoDg the natives of 
their couatyj the Marqais of Downshire, 
aad the Earl .of Moira, to whom with Mr. 
Otatt^i, the £arl of Doooug^uaore, and 
the numy other Patrons of their Cause, 
they feel the most profound gratitude ; to 
the Earl of Fingall, to the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen wl» composed the late general 
Odmmittee of the Catholics of Ireland, and 
toall tike Mher distin^shed promoters of 
their Claim*, of tiieir own Community, 
they offer the tcihme of tb^r thanks, as 
they do to Edward Southwell Rutfaven, 
esq, sirI tJ>e other Protestant Gentleraen 
■vHa hoaouned tbnm this day with their 
pneaencr and coucurrenee. 

Rowland Savage. 
Jllr. Detdm nai ikt fottmaing letter from 
ArskihaU Hamiiien Rtnvap, Esqr* 

SiK, Kaiiteagh, Sept. 7th 1 81 1. 

Having ever entertained the opinion that 
Doe law should bind Protestant and Catho- 
lic, I am eitremely concerned that indis- 
pensible business prevems my attending 
the pyopoeed Meeting of the Catholics of 
the County of Dovra, for the purpose of 
peatiomng the Legislature for a total re- 
peal Of the Penal and Restrictive Sta:tute3 
affecting their Body} but as a Protestant 
proprietor and resident of this County, 
I feel It a duty incumbent on Ine to beg 
leave to assure them through you, of my 
entire concurrence in, and approbation of 
those legal and constitutional measures, as 
they appear to me, by which they are 
attempting to procure a restoration of 
thVir just rights, 

I have the honor to'be 

your obediint Servant, 
AReniEALD Hamilton Rowan, 
Axttitinitt Jnai a letter •air>tte» h/ EUrcd J'ot- 
ihigtr^ Esq* and adtlreaed to ]\flari Deijlitiy 
Smt, repMtthp him to covmiunicate his [J^r, 
Pfitiitgei's] sMtimtnts to the Cotaity Deiun 
iUeetiig. Tke. asstmbly hgd a^turntd'ie' 
fire tie letter reaclud Mr, JDevlia, 



" The lively interest I %1 for my Ca- 
tholic fellow-subjects, in {heir constitu- 
tional pursuit of their JHSt x'fgh^, arises 
not only from a sympathy for their un- 
merited sufferings, but from a conviction 
that their emancipation would be a most 
signal blessing to this country, and the 
empire at large. 

I regret miieh, and disapprove, that 
such an act as tbe Convention Bill, should, 
at this time, and for such a purpose, be 
attempted to be enforced; a bill, under 
the present construction put on it, ex- 
prcMly againrt th* Bill of B.ights-.-.a bill, 
CE^ried at an unfortunate and misguided 
period, by perhaps the worst administra- 
tion any country ever saw, 1 request you 
will assure the Catholics of your meetmg, 
thiit both as a free-holder of the County of 
Down, aqd in every other situation I 
shall firmly and steadily support their 
claim— to being put od an equal footiny; 
with ^ir Protestant fellow-subject*." 



COOKTT WIBLIN CATBOLtC MtETING, 

uif a numerous aitd respectable meHlmg of tha 
Heman Catholits of the Ceunty Dublin^ held 
at KHmaitihauif on Xhursda^^ Sept. 19, 

The Hon, Thomas Baknewall in the 
Chair. 

Resolved, That conscious of the xec> 
titude of our intentions, and of the lega- 
lity of our conduct, founded on the impre- 
scriptible right of all British subjects to 
petition fbe Legi^ture"for the redress of* 
Grievances, we, the Roman Catholics of 
the County of Dublin, sec with the deepest 
regre{ the attempts made to obstruct the 
- eiercise of those rights by an injurious 
arid oppressive misapplication of the pro- 
visions of a Statute, thereby throwing 
upoti us a susjHcton gulling to our feelings 
repugnant to our principles, and incon- 
sistent with the loyalty of our views. 

That by assembling in a peaceable and 
constitutional manner with the solemn and 
specific iutention of preparing petition; to 
Parliament for the removal erf' these laws 
which still deprive the Roman Catholics, of 
tiiis' Kingdom of an unqualified participa- 
tion in the privileges, benefits, and immu- 
nities conferred by tli« Oonstitution on our 
Protestant Countrymen, we do not act, 
TXdt mean to act in conti<adiction to that 
Constitution, which we are determined to 
uphoM and to defend at the «xpence of 
our lives, as the sacred sanctuary of civil 
aiidTstiusal liberty. 



1811.1 



DocuTrienls. 



239 



"rtiat in using all legal means to obtain 
the abrogation of Laws incompatible with 
the prosperity of the British Empire, we 
seek not to disturb, but to consolidate its 
trajiij\iitity by extinguishing jealousies and 
Ascoiitents too long fomented by oppro- 
brious distinctions, and thus to establish ou 
an immutable basisj a spirit of concord 
and unanimity amongst our Fellow- 
Subjects. 

That we feel the more stimulated iu 
our constitutional efforts, by the appro- 
bation of so large a portion of our Pro- 
testant Brethren, who have honored our 
JWeetings with their presence, graced our 
Assemblies with their eloquence, and 
supported our proceedings with their 
wisdom. 

That unalterably attached to our rights, 
and to the exercise of them, by prefer- 
ring our claims to the Legislature for the 
attainment of the full enjoyment of the 
privileges, of the Constitution, and without 
even swerving from our submission to the 
jaws of the realm, we Concur in the opi- 
nion expressed at Catholic Meetings in 
various parts of Ireland, that petittions 
be presented to parliament early in the 
ensuing Session, for the repeal of all the 
restrictive statutes that still affect our body. 
That placing our confidence in the 
following Noblemen and Gentlemen, viz. 
Right Hon. Ijotd Viscount Gormanstown, 
Right Hon. Lord Viscount Netteiville; 
Right Hon. Lord Trjmbleston; Hon. 
Thomas Barnewall; Christopher Taylor, 
of Swords, Esqr. Patrick Thunder, of 
Balaly, Esqr. Patrick Smyth, of Snugboro' 
Esq.; Thos. Plunket, of Portmarnock, 
Esq.; Wm. Gerald Bagot, of Cattle Bagot, 
Esqr. Henry John Segrave, of Cabrah, 
Esq. James John Bagot, ofBelcamp Esq. 
Patrick Henry Cruise, of Belgard, Esq. 
John Rorke, of Finstown, Esqr. Am- 
hf6st Moore, of Johnville, Esq. Andrew 
Rorke,of Tyrrellstown, Esq. David ttinchy, 
of Rockville, Esq. Mark Byrne, of Eitz- 
william-street, and Edward Butler, Of 
Roebuck, Esq. 

We request them to communicate and 
advise with tuch other persons as may 
be or have been selected throughout Ire- 
land, for the single, de6nite, and strictly 
legal purpose of preparing and present- 
ing a petition, or petitions of th6 Roman 
Catholics to the Imperial Parliament, for 
the repeal qf all such laws as still inter- 
fere with their full and free enjoyment) 
of all the privileges of the British con- 
titutioni 

tShtAST MA6. NO. XXXTIST, 



Resolved, That oar warmest Thank? 
are due, apd are hereby given, to the 
unweai;ifed advocate of hi^c^untry's cause, 
the pride of Ireland, the Ornament of thj 
Senate — Henry Grattan. 

Resolved, That our warmest Thanks 
are due, and hereby given, to our early, 
our tried, and constant Friend, the Earl 
of Donoughmore, to the Rt. Rev. Htnry 
Lord Bishop of Norwich, and to all those 
patriotic Noblemen who have supported 
our claims in the upper house of 
Parliament. 

Resolved, That our thanks are due, and 
hereby given, to our representatives, 
Hans .Hamilton, and Rich. Wogan Talbot, 
Esqrs. who are deserving of our esteem and 
confidence, and to all those members of 
the commons Hoflse of Parliament, who 
have vindicated our rights. 

Resolved, that we entertain the warm- 
est feelings of gratitude and obligation to 
the Right Hon George Ponsorby, and 
our enlightened Protestant fellow-subjects, 
who, in and 'out of parliament, have aided 
olif efforts for itnancipation. 

The subsequent resolutions being seve- 
rally moved, were also unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Catho- 
lics of the County of Dubliii, are due, and 
hereby given to the Earl of Fingal, and 
the Gentlemen assembled on the Slst July 
last, for their manly and constitutional 
conduct on that day, and for their uni- 
form zealous, and effectual Services in 
promoting the interest of the Catholics of 
Ireland. 

Reselved, that the late CatlioBc Com- 
mittee are deserving of our distinguished 
thanks, for the firmness with which they 
net and repelled the multiplied attacks 
Excited against them, and for the perse- 
verance with which they proceeded, 
amidst accumulating difficulties, to the 
accomplishment of the object committed 
to their charge. 

Resolved, that our unfeigned thanks are 
due, and hereby given to Sir James Riddafl, 
and to the gentlemen composing the Grand 
jury of the County Dublin, on the 17th 
instant, for their patriotic and liberal de- 
claration in our favor, and for their 
ccoperation in the defence of our* right!, 
and the furtherance of «nr ftnandpatton. 
Resolved, that, agreeing with George 
Lidwell, ef Dromard, eSj. in the im- 
policy as well as in the illegality Of the 
late proceedings of the liish Government, 
we hereby return te that Oentlemcp sftr 
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wafaitfst aeknowledg^emttits for the efforts 
he has made to vindicate our motives and 
our acts, and 4or the successful etample 
he has set to his liberal and enlightened 
fellow-countrymen, who have come iot' 
ward in all parts Of Ireland, to assCrt 
the rights of the subject, and preserve 
the harmony and union of Irishmen. 

Resolved, that the above Resolution be 
communicated to George Lidt^ell, Es^. by 
the secretary of the meeting. 

Resolved, that we return our most 
sincere Eicknowledgements to Sir Neale 
O*t)onel, Bart. ; to OeOrge Barnes, Esq. 
to ThoB. Findlay, £s<). ; and to Benjatnin 
Wills, Esq. for their liberality, and for 
their eloquent argumeata in ouf support 
this day. 

Resolved that our best thanks be re- 
turned to the High Sheriff, John C^ampbell, 
Esq. and to Mr. Serjeant Moore, chair- 
man of the County ofDubKu, for th«ir 
politeness, in having granted the cffurt- 
house to accomodate this meeting. 

Thos. Barnewaci, Chairman. 

The Honi Thomas Barnewall having 
left the dhair, and Randall M'Donnell, 
Esq. being called thereto, .it vtan 

Resdived, That the distinguished tbaftks 
of tiiis meeting be returned to the Hon< 
TboB. Barnewall, for his highly dignified 
and polite coiiduct id the chair, and for 
his very eloquent an^ luminous speech 
at the opening of this meeting. 

{Signed) R. M'DoKNELt, 

Jas. John Bagot, Sec. 



PUBLIC OCCURRENCES, 

REGRO NAVIGATORS. 

The following is an extract tit a letter 
from Liverpool : — 

" There is at present here a singular phe- 
nomenon. — ^The bijg Traveller is just ar- 
rived from Sierra JUeona, and is ow;ii«d 
and commanded by Paul Cuffee, tke son 
of 'Cuffee,' a Negro slave imported into 
America. — Her mat«, and all hff crew, 
are Negroes, or the immediate descend- 
ants of Negroes. Captain Cuffee ]s about 
56 years of age ; has a wife (a Negress) 
and iii children, living at N»w Bedford, 
Massachusetts, of Which state he is a ci- 
tizeo, 

"When Captain Cuffee's father (who 
haid acqutred^ freedom) died, he left a 
family abQo^t unpfQinde^ io^V bijt the 
(6» ubourcd Wd to stipport his nibther. 



his brethren, and his Sisters. H« began 
trade in a small boat ; and, after a-while, 
almost by himself, bmlt a larger vessel, in 
which he worked soole years with asJ 
siduity. Having providentially met with 
a person capable and willing to impart 
Some knowledge Of navigation, his ideas 
were enlarged, and with his prospects hie 
enlarged ius efforts to succeed. Happily 
for him, and his family, his mind received 
religious instruction from the society 
of Friends (Quakers), and he attached 
himself to that respectable body, addpttd 
their dress and language, and is now a 
very respectable member of that commu- 
nity. 

«' When Clarkson's History of the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade fell into his 
hands, it awakened all the powers of his 
mind to a consideration of his oKgin, add 
the duties he owed to his people; aiJd 
caupled" with the sense of duty which his 
religious information had given him, he 
longed to impart to the Nego-race the 
blessings wMch British christian benevo- 
lence taid been roused to confer on Afri- 
ca. — ^Tlris became the ruling desire of Ms 
irtind. The directors of tht British Afriafn 
Institution, having heard of this singular 
event, arid that Captain Cuffee (his Negro, 
aiid therefore his favourite iiame)was aMiut 
to sail vrith his Negro crew, (no longer a 
term of reproach), applied to this Govern- 
ment for a licence for his eoraing to Eng- 
ISiid, hoping niuch from bis co-bperalion 
knd ihstruriieiitatity. 

The ?ieM Capt. Cuffee felt for the Afri- 
can c^'se, dccermined his noble niind to 
forego all prospects of mercantile profit, 
and even the natural desire to return to his 
wife and children ; and he caitie directly 
to England, bringing with him a native 
of Siei^a Leone, whose father (a negro) 
is of considerable properly, and in a Urge 
way of business. The Ci^tain brought 
him from Sierra Ledita, at the express 
wrish Of the colonist, to learn navigation ; 
and it is but justice to' the diligence and 
intellect of this young man to say, that, 
in the short voyage to England, he has 
learriM most sui^risingly fast, and sfiows 
that intellect is by no means controlled by 
the colour of the skin, and that the blacks 
^e worthy of bein? the brethren of the 
fortunately more culCiValed whites. 

" Captain Ci^ee is of a fery pleasing 
countenance, and hjjs physiognomy truly 
Interesting: he is both tall and stout,< 
speak) £ngfish well, dresses ia the Qiiaker 



